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English psychological medicine has been dead, so far as original 
work is concerned. 

Italian alienists are doing wonderfully good work now, and bid 
fair to attain the very front rank ere many years have passed. 
There is an earnestness and a thoroughness about their way of 
approaching a subject, a disposition to study the labors of others 
in the same direction, which the French and especially the Ger¬ 
mans might imitate with advantage. 

And the United States ? where shall we place ourselves ? Six 
months ago no modern treatise on insanity by an American author 
existed. Two American works are now before the public. A 
comprehensive judgment as to the part played by America in the 
advance of psychiatry will be imperfect without taking these re¬ 
cent publications into account. A careful review of both will be 
found in our pages. 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

We have received a circular from the Secretary of the Psycho¬ 
logical Section of the British Medical Association, in which we 
are requested to inform our readers, that the place of meeting is 
Liverpool, from July 31st to August 3, 1884. “In addition to 
the usual papers the following special subjects have been selected 
for discussion :— 

“1. The Employment of the Insane. Introduced by Dr. Yellow- 
lees. 

' “ 11. Bone Degeneration in the Insane. Introduced by Dr. 
J. Wigglesworth. 

“in. Cerebral Localization in relation to Psychological Medi¬ 
cine. Introduced by Dr. Bevan Lewis, L. R. C. P. 

“ iv. General Paralysis. Introduced (if time permit) by Dr. J. 
W. Mickle.” 

The titles of all papers to be read at the meeting, and notices of 
intention to join in the debates, on the first three of the special 
subjects named, should be sent to the address given below, not 
later than the 30th of June. 
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Abstracts of papers to be read should be sent not later than 
July 15th. 

In a letter accompanying the circular, from the Secretary, 
(George E. Shuttleworth, Royal Albert Asylum, Lancaster, Eng¬ 
land,) it is said, “ all American fellow-workers will be cordially 
welcomed at Liverpool.” Let us hope it may become more and 
more the custom of American neurologists, to attend these deeply 
interesting meetings. 


SPANISH INSANE ASYLUMS. 

We devote an unusual amount of space in our present issue to 
an interesting communication from one of our associate editors 
concerning the insane asylums of Spain. 

Dr. Seguin’s observations come to American readers with all the 
charm and freshness that pertain to a comparatively unworked 
field for investigation, and for this reason, as well as in view of the 
assured qualifications of the writer, our readers will welcome this 
contribution to psychiatrical literature. 


JOURNAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Dr. Schmidt, of New Orleans, a frequent and valued contribu¬ 
tor to our pages, desirous of adding to the accuracy of his already 
pre-excellent records of observations with the microscope, has un¬ 
dertaken in the present number of the Journal to represent his 
findings more faithfully, by acting as his own lithographer. 

No lithographer would have made these drawings upon the stone 
as correctly as the author himself, since, as a rule, the lithographer 
looks to the general appearance of a drawing rather than to its 
microscopic details. From the point of view of accurate delinea¬ 
tion of the actual microscopic field, these plates are probably the 
finest ever issued by the Journal. 


THE AMERICAN NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The ninth annual meeting of the American Neurological Asso- 



